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编者的话  

使徒约翰语重心长地写信给教会的小子们、父老们

和少年人，对这三组属于主耶稣好牧人的羊，分别作了

恰如其分的嘱咐和劝勉。少年人也是青年人。老约翰写

信给少年人，因为你们刚强，神的道常存在你们心里，

你们也胜了那恶者。小子们是教会中的一群新生儿和幼

童，是好牧人最关心的，教会需要精心用纯洁的灵奶去

喂养他们；父老们认识那从起初原有的，他们是教会的

监督，是教会的守望者；少年人身强力壮，是教会的主

要劳动力，是战士，是属灵争战的主力，因为他们刚

强，神的道常存在他们心里。教会要使少年人在属灵的

生命上成长，刚强有力，并且使神的道常存在心里，也

需要有在基督的学校里受圣灵的带领和训练。

我们这一期刊登的内容是以今年4月在悉尼举办教

会青年营的活动情况为重点，青年营交通的主题是信

心－－本于信，以至于信。并有参加青年营弟兄姐妹的

感想和体会。大多感到主的恩典与同在。感谢赞美神。

在生命信息的栏目中，我们加上福音的生命信息。

这一期我们充实了教会生活的栏目，但是我们期待下一

期有更多的见证和对我们的季刊的意见，敬请主内肢体

更多的代祷和参与！  
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Bible Reading : 

• Rom1:17 (KJV) – "For therein is the 

righteousness of God revealed from faith 

to faith: as it is written, the just shall live by 

faith." 

• Num 13:1 - 14:44 – Exploring the Promised 

Land.

Questions to consider on the Principles of Faith: 

1. What is Faith? (Heb 11:1) 

2. In Rom 1:17, a righteousness is revealed. 

What is this righteousness? Why is it “from 

faith” and “to faith”? 

3. Do we need faith?

4. What is the importance or benefi t of faith?

5. What things do we often put our trust in? 

6. How do we come to have this Faith? 

7. Where does this power come from? 

8. Does Faith depend on Works? 

9. How does our faith increase?

10. What are some of the situations in our lives 

where this faith is exercised? 

Bible Study on Numbers 13:1 - 14:44

1. What is the Lord’s command to Moses in Num 

13:1?

2. The men chosen to explore the new land were 

Shammua, Shaphat, Caleb, Igal, 

Hoshea (Joshua), Palti, Gaddiel, 

Gaddi, Ammiel, Sethur, Nahbi, 

& Geuel. Who were these men? 

(v3-v16)

3. What instructions were these men 

given? (Num 13:7-20)

4. How many days did they take to 

explore the new land Canaan? 

(Num 13:25)

5. What did they bring back with 

them? (Num 13:23)

6. What was the report of the new 

land Canaan? (Num 13:26-30)

7. Ten of the explorers spread a bad 

report amongst the people. What 

was the peoples’ reaction? (Num 

14:1-4)

8. What was God’s reaction to the 

peoples’ sin? What was the outcome? (Num 

14:10-38)

9. Why did the people still try to go into Canaan 

when God told them not to? (Num 14:40)

10. Who entered into the Promised Land? (Num 

14:30-31).

Outline –   Principles of Faith:

• Romans tells us that in the gospel a righteousness 

from God is revealed. What is this righteousness? 

It is trying to do good. Romans tells us that sinful 

man cannot please God. The Old Testament tells 

us that “all our righteous acts are like fi lthy rags” 

(Isa 64:6). That is, we cannot do good because 

“nothing good lives in me, that is in my sinful 

nature” It is not in our nature to do good works.  

What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me 

from this body of death?” (Rom 7:18-24). 

• Praise God that when Jesus died on the cross, He 

rescued us from the wretched body of death. Not 

only were our past sins accounted for, but our sinful 

nature has been buried so that we are equipped 

with power to resist sin. Ephesians calls this an 

“incomparably great power for us who believe. That 

power is like the working of his mighty strength 

which he exerted in Christ when he raised him 

From Faith 

       to Faith
 Samuel Kuo– Introduction and Overview of Faith



from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 

the heavenly realms” (Eph 1:19-20). So that power 

that stops you and me living in our old sinful ways, 

is the same power of resurrection and ascension. 

So, in the gospel, we have this righteousness from 

God. We did nothing except just accepting it by 

faith.

• The books of Romans and Galatians’ are very clear 

about being justifi ed by faith not works. In fact, the 

Galatians’ believers had fallen from grace in this 

error of truth. Paul accused them of “deserting … 

the grace of Christ and … turning to a different 

gospel which is really no gospel at all.” (Gal 1:6-

7). They tried to be pious, even trying to save their 

own souls through good works. It was as if Christ 

was not enough. Christianity became a system of 

rules, regulations, rituals, and ceremonies. They 

cannot save us, nor can they please God. They 

are as fi lthy rags (Isa 64:6). Well, now we have this 

righteousness. It is the new life of Christ in us. It 

is a living faith, and it will naturally produce good 

works. 

• So, what is the relationship between faith and 

works? We are justifi ed before God by faith, not 

by works. Faith is not produced by works. But 

Faith leads to good works. The book of James tells 

us that our good works will prove that our faith is 

real. 

• So, it is “from faith to faith” – Our salvation is by 

faith, our good works are produced by faith, and 

we will be perfected in the image of Christ by faith. 

It is all by faith.

• So, what is faith? Hebrews 11:1 says that “faith is 

being sure of what we hope for and certain of what 

we do not see.” (Heb 11:1). This has two parts to 

the defi nition. Firstly, faith is being sure, not feeling 

sure. Because having faith does not depend on 

how we are feeling at the time. Secondly, we are 

sure because God is faithful. That is, the emphasis 

should not be on us, or how great our faith is. The 

emphasis, the glory should be on the object of our 

faith, that is God. Faith is not trusting in ourselves. 

• In fact, that is why we encounter hardships in our 

lives as Christians. So that we can experience how 

faithful God is. Paul’s affl ictions in Asia pressed 

them far beyond their ability to endure, so that they 

despaired even of life. What was his conclusion? 

“This happened so that we might not rely on 

ourselves but on God, who raises the dead.” (2 

Cor 1:8-10). Faith is simply this – a life that is 

dependent on God.

• So how can we have this faith? Well, faith cannot 

be manufactured. It is a characteristic of our 

new creation in Christ Jesus. Once we are born 

again, or saved, we have this faith. But, it needs 

to be exercised. God will train us in faith through 

circumstances that we encounter. We then learn to 

become “certain of what we do not see.” So often, 

our eyes let us down. We look at the situations 

around us, and this gives us a false sense of 

security. The psalmist says “I lift up my eyes to the 

hills--where does my help come from? My help 

comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and 

earth. He will not let your foot slip--he who watches 

over you will not slumber.”

• Let’s now turn to this story in Numbers 13 to 

illustrate these principles that we have been talking 

about. 

Bible Study – Exercising Faith:

Bible Reading:   Num13:1 – 14:44 

• BACKGROUND – The Israelites, who were slaves 

in Egypt, were delivered by God across the Red 

Sea. You can read this in the book of Exodus. It 

took them 2 months to get to Mount Sinai, where 

they remained for almost 12 months. From Mount 

Sinai, it took them 11 days journey; 150 miles 

across the Desert of Paran brought them to 

Kadesh Barnea on the southern perimeter of the 

Land of Promise. This desert was a limestone 

plateau: hot, dry, rugged, bare of any sustainable 

vegetation. It was the staging area for the attack 

on the land of Canaan. There Moses reiterated 

the Lord's command (v. 8) "Send some men to 

explore the land of Canaan, which I am giving to 

the Israelites."

• PROFILES OF THE SPIES – Who were the spies 

who were sent? The men selected are different 

from the list of tribal leaders in Numbers chapters 

1, 2, 7, 10, but they were still leaders within their 

tribes. Probably they were younger and more 

robust men. So, let this be an encouragement to 

those who are learning to serve in this youth camp. 

However, being leaders did not guarantee that they 

were adequate for the role. In fact, 10 spies turned 

out to be dismal failures. Those wonderful names-

-most of which speak of the blessing of being the 

people of God--were being denied in their sin.

• GOD’S PROMISED LAND – The land was truly 

good, fl owing with milk and honey. When the spies 

brought back a cluster of grapes, it was so large 

that two men had to transport it on a pole. The Land 

of Promise was a good land, a gracious gift of the 

Lord. This picture of abundance is a symbol of the 

fullness of Christ that God wants us to have.



• ROUTE & CANAANITES – The spies started in 

the Desert of Zin (southernmost part) to Rehob 

near Lebo Hamath (northernmost point). The 

people that lived there had to be conquered. The 

Amorites, Jebusites, and Hittites who lived there, 

were sons of Canaan, descended from Ham, son 

of Noah. The list of tribes that inhabited the land 

became a reason for terror. Yet this list could as 

well be taken as an indication of the victories that 

God was going to give his people in fulfi llment of 

his promise in Genesis 15.

• GRUMBLING & COMPLAINING – Whilst the land 

was good, the focus immediately turned to lament 

over the impregnable cities, and the giants living in 

the land. By speaking evil of it, the faithless spies 

were speaking evil of God’s promise. Only Caleb 

and Joshua returned a report prompted by faith in 

God. Their exaggerated report made the people’s 

hearts melt with fear. The people grumbled against 

the Lord, wishing that they had died in Egypt or in 

the wilderness. By refusing to believe in the power 

of the Lord, they were holding God in contempt.

• GOD’S REACTION – In the midst of the peoples' 

rage, awesome God appeared at the entrance of 

the tabernacle. When God appeared, he did not 

thunder against the people; but he spoke to his 

servant Moses about the people's outrageous 

behavior. The judgment was mitigated. The people 

were not put to death, but they would never be 

allowed to see the land. God's sharpest rebuke of 

his errant people came in response to their charge 

"Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to 

let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will 

be taken as plunder." So a further element in God's 

justice here was the notice that the children would 

be the only ones actually to enjoy the land.

• TAKING THE LAND BY FORCE – The Lord, in His 

mercy, reminded Moses that it was not safe to stay 

where they were – there were still Amalekites and 

Canaanites in the land; hence the people needed 

to turn back to the desert. Being sent back into the 

desert was more than the people could take; so 

they took their weapons and tried to take the hill 

country by force. They claimed the promises of 

God and even confessed their sin. But this time 

the Lord was not with them. Number 14:41-42.  

Moses said, “Do not go up, because the LORD 

is not with you. Too late, the people determined 

to go up and take the land. The Amorites met the 

Israelite army and pursued them “like a swarm of 

bees.” The Israelites “came back and wept before 

the LORD”.

• 40YEARS IN WILDERNESS – The people stayed 

in the desert, between Kadesh and the Seir range 

for the total of 40 years. After this time, the only 

people of that generation that entered the land were 

Joshua and Caleb. You can read about Joshua in 

the book of Joshua. 

• CALEB & FAITH – I will mention something about 

Caleb. The Lord calls Caleb "my servant" and 

says that he has a "different spirit." What does that 

mean? His faith was not of himself. His faith was 

from a different spirit. It was heavenly, from above. 

It was from a life that had been dependent on God 

and learning to trust in Him through small things. 

• Of ourselves, we cannot have faith. Our earthly 

faith depends on emotions and feelings - it is 

easily swayed. It glorifi es ourselves and how great 

our faith is rather than the God who is faithful. It 

pretends not to rely on the eyes, but is really one 

eye open and one eye closed.  It cannot produce 

good works.  BUT true faith is heavenly. We have it 

when we are saved; it comes from that life of Christ 

in us. It has to be increased in us by exercising 

a life of trust and dependence on God. This faith 

glorifi es God, not us. 

• OLD CALEB – Forty-fi ve years later, Caleb received 

Hebron as his inheritance. Hebron was the fi rst 

city that the spies had explored. At the age of 85, 

Caleb said to Joshua "Now then, just as the LORD 

promised, he has kept me alive for forty-fi ve years 

since the time he said this to Moses, while Israel 

moved about in the desert. So here I am today, 

eighty-fi ve years old! I am still as strong today as 

the day Moses sent me out; I'm just as vigorous to 

go out to battle now as I was then (Joshua 14:10-

11).

• CONCLUSION – There will be 3 messages looking 

at three aspects of faith. Tonight, Brother Colin will 

open with the topic “Faith in the Promises of God”. 

God is the object of our faith. We can have faith only 

because He is faithful. Tomorrow morning, Brother 

Levi’s responsibility is to talk about “the Faith of the 

Son of God”. Christ is our ultimate example of faith. 

On Saturday night, Brother Ian will be speaking on 

“Living by Faith”. Practically speaking, this faith is 

not our own, it comes from the life of Christ in us. 

May the Holy Spirit  perfect us in faith, and teach 

us to exercise this faith through circumstances in 

our lives, by not trusting our eyes or what we can 

see.



                Scripture Reading: Hebrews 11:6

But without faith it is impossible to please 

Him, for he who comes to God must believe 

that He is, and that He is a rewarder of 

those who diligently seek Him.

Faith

Hebrews 11:6 tells us that without faith it is 

impossible to please God.  It seems such a strange 

thing.  Yet from this Scripture we can understand how 

important faith is.

There are two aspects of faith.  The fi rst is that we 

believe something to be true.  Another aspect is that it 

is a relationship of dependence or trust.

Hebrews 11:6 is speaking concerning trust.  It is 

good to believe everything that God has said, but it 

is most important that we trust Him.  We can believe 

something to be true, yet ignore it.  But faith that is 

dependent on the Lord is the thing that is precious to 

Him.

Why is it so?  What does the Lord want from this 

faith that we have?  The Scriptures do not tell us 

plainly, but we can understand.  What the Lord wants 

is a relationship between us and Him.  Faith is a 

relationship of trust between two.

The Lord is a very gracious Father to each one of 

us, like a father with his dear children.  He longs to 

have a very close relationship with each one of us.  The 

thing that He desires is that we may love Him with all 

our heart.  The relationship of trust is the beginning.

Promises

The Lord draws our hearts to Him by giving very 

precious promises to us.  For example, in James 1:12, 

He tells us that He has promised a crown of life to those 

who love Him.  And in James chapter 2, He tells us that 

those who are rich in faith are heirs of the kingdom that 

God has promised to those who love Him.

The Lord gives us these promises that He might 

draw our heart to love Him. So what are some of the 

promises that He has given to us?  We cannot look at 

all of them, but all of God’s promises are to do with His 

eternal purposes.

Some of the promises: He has promised to give 

us eternal life.  He has promised to raise us up in 

resurrection bodies.  He has promised new heavens 

and a new earth in which there is righteousness.  

He has promised to give us the Holy Spirit.  He has 

promised an eternal inheritance.  And He has promised 

to reward those who overcome.

In John’s gospel, chapter 14, the Lord was speaking 

to His disciples to comfort them.  He told them that He 

must go away, but then He told them that He was going 

to prepare a place for them.  And then He told them 

that He would come again to receive them to Himself.  

These are very precious promises that the Lord gives.

Paul wrote to the church at Corinth, 2 Corinthians 

1:20, telling them that all of God’s promises are Yes and 

Amen in Christ Jesus.  Every one of God’s promises is 

certain in Christ.  All of God’s purposes are contained 

in His Son, the Lord Jesus.

Christ – His ministry to us

Jesus has a ministry to us.  Hebrews 12 tells us 

that He is the Author and the Finisher of our faith.  This 

Scripture is translated differently in some Bibles, but it 

tells us that He is the one who has begun the work in 

our hearts, and He is the one who will complete that 

work.  He is our Saviour.  He is our Redeemer.  In Christ 

we are a new creation.  His life indwells us to make us 

overcomers.  He is the friend that sticks closer than a 

brother.  He is a true companion and desires to have 

fellowship with us.

All the fullness of God dwells in Christ, and He 

wants to reveal that fullness to us.  He wants to reveal 

the Heavenly Father to each one of us.

He is our life.  The Lord comes to live in us that he 

might be our life.  When Paul wrote to the churches 

of Galatia, he gave a simple testimony.  He said, “It is 

no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.”  That 

is the life that the Lord wants each one of us to have.  

That should be our testimony, that we experience and 

know the Lord living in us.

If we live by faith, (and the Scripture says that the 

righteous shall live by faith), then we experience the 

life of Christ.  If we do not live by faith, then we will 

be living in the fl esh, and live an earthly life without 

experiencing anything of the fullness of the Lord.

Faith in 
   the Promises of God

Colin Hall



Salvation – The beginning

The Lord has a ministry towards us, so let us start 

at the beginning.  The beginning is salvation.

Salvation is found in Christ.  It is found in Christ 

alone.  On the day of Pentecost, Peter stood up in 

Jerusalem and proclaimed to all, (Acts 4:12), “Nor is 

there salvation in any other, for there is no other name 

under heaven… by which we must be saved.”  The 

Lord is the only way for salvation.  In John 14:6, Jesus 

told them, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one 

comes to the Father, except through Me.”

God is righteous, and God is Holy.  Nothing unholy 

can come into God’s presence.  For us to approach the 

Lord, we must be pure and holy.  As the Scripture says 

in Psalm 24, we must have clean hands and a pure 

heart.  Clean hands are hands that have not done evil, 

and a pure heart is one that does not think or devise 

evil

The problem is that we are all sinful- by nature 

and by practice-, and so we cannot come into God’s 

presence.  We have no hope of any eternal inheritance, 

and no hope of any reward.  The only thing that faces 

us is judgement.  This gives us the reason that Jesus 

came.  He came to seek and to save- to seek sinners, 

and to save them from sin.  To save us from the penalty 

of sin, and to save us from the power of sin.

The Son of God, one without any sin, became a 

sacrifi ce, a substitute for us.  He took our place, and 

took upon Himself the judgement of God.  His blood 

was shed for the forgiveness of our sins.  God did not 

leave this in any way uncertain.  He entrusted the work 

of salvation to His own Son, His own Son whom He 

loved.

The Lord Jesus was faithful to accomplish the work 

of salvation.  He has made a new covenant with us, 

sealed with His own precious blood.  By His death, He 

has delivered us from the penalty of sin.  On the third 

day Jesus rose again from the dead.  Death could not 

hold Him.  He rose triumphant.

Ephesians 1 speaks about the mighty power that 

raised Christ from the dead.  All the powers of darkness 

tried to resist Christ rising from the dead, but He rose, 

triumphant.  He had the victory over all the powers of 

darkness.  Death could not hold Him.

He rose again to live in us.  By His life within us He 

delivers us from the power of sin.  We become children 

of God by receiving Him, by believing in Him.  What 

kind of “believing” is that?  Is it just believing something 

that is written?  (Yes, we do believe the record: it is 

true.)  Or is it the belief that trusts, the faith that is 

dependent.

We can all understand the gospel with our minds, 

but it is not our mind that saves us.  It is the heart that 

believes, the heart that completely trusts in the Lord 

Jesus.  It is the heart that receives Him as Saviour and 

Lord.  When God sees this, He seals us with His Holy 

Spirit.  That person belongs to the Lord.  He is a child 

of God forevermore.

Yes, we can say that we are all children of God 

because He has made us.  But only when we are saved 

are we truly children of God, in a very real and special 

way.  We belong entirely to Him.  If any one is in Christ, 

he is a new creation.  The old has passed away, and 

the new has come.  All this is from God.  It is what God 

has done through Christ for each one of us.  This is His 

promise to us by the gospel.

Judgement and the Book of Life

Let us read another promise, 1 John 2:25.  And this 

is the promise that He has promised us- eternal life.  

What does “eternal life” really mean?  It means, to live 

forever in the presence of the Lord.  There is coming a 

day of judgement.  There will be a judgement, and we 

do need to be very serious about this.

God has committed all judgement into the hands 

of His Son.  The one who is the Savour is also the 

Judge.  The Scriptures tell us that we must all stand 

before the judgement seat of Christ.  We shall all be 

judged according to what we have done in the earth.  

The books will be opened, and we will all be judged by 

what is written in the books.

The judgement of God is a fearful thing.  We will 

either enter into eternal life or eternal destruction, 

eternal damnation.  Please note that the judgement is 

according to our works.  It seems strange.  We are 

saved by grace through faith, not according to our 

works, and yet we are judged according to our works.

Even one sin is enough to condemn us to eternal 

judgement.  We need to understand the severity and 

consequences of sin.

On the judgement day, another book will be 

opened.  This book is called the Book of Life.  Those 

who have their names written in that book will enter 

into eternal life.  The Book of Life contains the names 

of those who have believed in the Lord Jesus, those 

who have received Him as Saviour and as Lord.

Brothers and sisters, we must all be sure that our 

name is written in that book.  If our name is not written 

in that book, then we will be judged according to what 

we have done.  We all know, that if our name is not 

written in the Book of Life, then our end will be eternal 

destruction.

Faith in Christ

Salvation is a very real thing.  God Himself loves 

each one of us.  And that is why He sent His own Son 

to work salvation for each one of us.  It was not left to 

chance in any way.  The Lord Jesus Christ has done 

everything that needed to be done for our salvation.



On the cross He cried out, “It is fi nished.”  What was 

fi nished?  The work of salvation was fi nished.  Having 

said that, Jesus prayed a simple prayer, “Father, into 

your hands I commend My Spirit.”  Then He dismissed 

His Spirit and passed into death.

Beloved, God has made the way of salvation for all 

men.  The Lord Jesus has done everything.  Salvation 

is by faith in Him, and in Him alone.  It is by grace that 

we are saved, through our faith.  We come to Him and 

put our complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.  We 

trust in the living Saviour.  He is the living and true 

God.

Let us read Ephesians 2:7-9.  That in the ages to 

come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace 

in His kindness towards us in Christ Jesus.  For by 

grace you have been saved through faith, and that not 

of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 

anyone should boast.

Salvation is a gift.  We receive it by faith.  This is a 

life-changing experience.  After salvation, we are never 

the same again.  The Lord Jesus Christ comes to live 

inside us.  He is our new life.

This is the promise of God.  We only have to 

believe, and receive.  The direction for our life should 

then be changed forever.

After Salvation – What next?

What happens after salvation?  Peter has some 

things to tell us, in 1 Peter 2:2.  He tells us, “As newborn 

babes, desire the pure milk of the Word that may grow 

thereby.”

What does it 

mean, “to grow?”  

Salvation is 

called a “new 

birth.”  We can 

look at the 

natural things, 

because these 

speak to us 

about spiritual 

things.  When a 

babe is born, it 

needs milk.  And 

when it receives 

the milk, it grows.  

The thing that 

we need is the 

Word of God 

so that we can 

grow.

But what 

does “growing” 

mean?  It   

means, being changed to be like Jesus.

Children grow, and they become adults.  Then 

we say that they are mature, that is, they should be 

mature.  We also should grow to maturity.  We should 

grow to the maturity of Christ.  He is the perfect man.  

The measure of “Christ-likeness” in us is the measure 

of our growth spiritually.

Growing

We should consider how we grow.  Yes, we need 

spiritual food- we need the Word of God.  Peter has 

more to tell us.  Let us look in 2 Peter 1:3-4.

“His divine power has given to us all things that 

pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge 

of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which 

have been given to us exceedingly great and precious 

promises, that through these you may be partakers of 

the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is 

in the world through lust.”

What is Peter telling us?  He is telling us that God’s 

divine power has given us everything that we need.  

Also he tells us that God has given us His exceedingly 

great and precious promises, that through these we 

might become partakers of the divine nature.

Adding

Now let us see what else Peter has to say to us.  

In verse 5 Peter writes, “But also for this very reason, 

giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, and to 

virtue knowledge.”  Peter is telling us that we need to 

add to our faith.

What are the things that we must add?  In 



these verses, Peter speaks of virtue.  He speaks of 

knowledge.  He speaks of self-control, perseverance 

or patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love.  

In verse 8, he tells us, “For if these things are yours 

and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in 

the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

In verses 9 and 10 Peter tells us, “For he who lacks 

these things is short-sighted, even to blindness, and 

has forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.  

Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make 

your calling and election sure, for if you do these things 

you will never stumble.”

There is a promise here for us.  If we add these 

things to our life we will not stumble, and neither will we 

be barren and unfruitful for the Lord. 

Living

Living!  There is a very common problem- the 

problem is that we begin in faith, and then try to become 

perfect by our own striving.  We fi nd many places in 

the New Testament where Paul writes concerning 

this.  Perhaps most of us have tried this, that is, to 

start in faith, and then try to be perfect by our own 

efforts.  Everyone who tries this comes to the same 

conclusion- it does not work!  You will probably try as 

well.  We all make the same mistake.

The righteous shall live by faith.  Our life in the Lord 

begins by faith, and from that point on we need faith 

every day.  We live by faith, not trusting in ourselves, 

but trusting in our Lord, Jesus Christ.  When you 

discover that you cannot depend on self, then make 

your prayer to the Lord, “Lord, forgive me for being so 

proud.”  Come to the Lord with a very humble heart 

that you might live by His life.

Jesus is the author and the fi nisher of our faith.  He 

is responsible for the beginning of our faith.  It is also 

His ministry to complete this work.  He is the fi nisher of 

our faith.  What He began, He is well able to fi nish.

Hebrews 2:10 tells us that He is the captain of our 

salvation.  Some translations say that He is the author 

of our salvation, some that He is the pioneer of our 

salvation.  It seems that the translators had a problem 

trying to translate that one word.  In fact, the word in the 

original is a very special word.  It contains the meaning 

of one who begins something and also fi nishes it.

The Lord’s ministry is to bring many sons to glory.  

So He will perfect our faith and He will bring us to 

glory.  He will bring us to be in the kingdom of heaven 

together with Him.  Our part is to walk humbly together 

with Him.  We should not frustrate Him!  Let Him work 

in our hearts.

Testing

Years and years ago I had a friend who is a brother 

in the Lord.  One day he told me that he had written a 

letter to a brother C Steven in India.  The brother had 

written a very long letter about faith.  A few weeks later 

he received a reply.

Brother C Steven wrote back- “Dear brother, Faith 

is faith when it has been tested.  Your brother in Christ, 

C Steven.”

We can have many thoughts about how strong our 

faith is.  It is not until a test comes that we discover how 

strong our faith really is.

Do you remember Peter?  Peter said, “Lord I will 

lay down my life for you.”  But when the test came, he 

failed and denied the Lord three times.  So when our 

faith is tested, that is when we fi nd out how strong our 

faith really is.

The Lord knows what is in our hearts.  He knows 

us better than we know ourselves.  The problem is that 

we do not know what is in our hearts.  And so the Lord 

allows tests to come to us- He may even send the tests 

to us- so that we can discover what is in our hearts.

When our faith is tested, then it will increase.  Peter 

talks about faith as well.  He tells us that our faith is 

precious, like gold.  Gold is refi ned in the fi re, and so 

the Lord arranges fi ery trials to purify our faith.

When the fi ery trials come, it is not a time to be 

proud.  We think a lot of ourselves at times.  We trust in 

ourselves and in our abilities.  So the trials that the Lord 

arranges are trials that we cannot manage ourselves.  

All of this is so that we might learn to trust the Lord and 

not ourselves.

In the trials we do have something to hold on to.  

We hold on to the promises that God has given us.  

There have been times in my life when I have said to 

the Lord, “Lord, I cannot go on.”  But then I have had 

to say, “Lord, I cannot go back either.”  So we are left 

with no choice but to go on.  And as you go on you will 

fi nd that the Lord is there with you.  He will strengthen 

you.  He will encourage you.  And He will continue to 

give you more promises.

Pride & Humility

Let us look in Isaiah 57:15.  “For thus says the High 

and Lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is 

Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, with him who 

has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit 

of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite 

ones.”

In this verse we do see something of the glory and 

the majesty of God.  He is the High and Lofty One, the 

one who inhabits eternity.  His name is Holy.  He dwells 

in a high and holy place.  But then He tells us that He 

also dwells with him who has a contrite and humble 

spirit.

The One who inhabits eternity can also dwell in us.  

Isn’t that wonderful!



Let us see Isaiah 66:1-2.  “Heaven is My throne, 

and earth is My footstool.  Where is the house that you 

will build Me?  And where is the place of My rest?  For 

all those things My hand has made, and all those things 

exist, says the Lord.  But on this one will I look: On him 

who is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembles at My 

Word.”

Heaven is His throne.  The earth is just His footstool, 

the place where He puts His feet.  Israel wanted to 

make a house to contain the God of Glory, but the Lord 

asked, “What house will you build Me?  Where is the 

place of My rest?”  How could Israel make anything for 

the Lord!  God made everything!

In verse 2 He says, “On this one will I look, or have 

respect.” Who? “On him who is poor and of a contrite 

spirit, and trembles at My Word.”

As a young believer I used to straighten the chairs 

and get the meeting room ready for meetings.  One day 

as I was doing this I saw a Bible that had been left on a 

chair.  Being a little curious, I opened it up to see who 

the Bible belonged to.  When I opened it I got a shock!  

Inside the cover was written, “This Bible belongs to a 

man who trembles at the Word of God.”

Beloved, that is how we should be.  We all have 

many words, but the only words that matter are 

God’s words.  Sadly, many stumble because of God’s 

Word.  They begin to understand something from the 

Scriptures, and then they add to that something of their 

own thoughts and their own imaginations.

There is something that we all need to understand.  

The Lord is not going to change His Word because of 

our thoughts and our imaginations.  He is not going 

to change His ways at all.  In fact, it is by this Word 

that He has spoken that He is going to judge each 

one of us.  He will judge us according to His Word, not 

according to our thoughts.  So we must always have a 

teachable spirit.

We need to have a humble heart when we come 

into the Lord’s presence- “Lord will you teach me, will 

you show me.”  We need to have a heart that wants to 

receive and learn from the Lord.

James 1:5 tells us that if we lack wisdom, then to 

ask of the Lord.  He gives liberally!  He is not stingy!  

He gives His wisdom freely. And He does not get 

angry because we have asked Him.  He is willing to 

teach us.  He is willing to give us His wisdom and 

understanding.

We need to have a reverence for the Word of God.  

This is the way of faith.

Fellowship & Prayer

The Lord wants to have fellowship with us.  You 

remember that God made Adam.  But why did God 

make Adam?

It is true that the Lord gave Adam dominion over 

the whole earth, as a caretaker for the Lord.  But 

in the cool of the day, the Lord came walking in the 

garden, longing to have fellowship with Adam.  As we 

read through the Scriptures, all the way to the very 

last chapter, we fi nd that the Lord still desires to have 

fellowship with His creation.

We really need to understand how much the Lord’s 

heart yearns to have fellowship with us.  But, strangely, 

most believers do not want to have fellowship with the 

Lord.  Why?  Don’t you think that is a strange thing?

What this means is that something is wrong!

The Scripture tells us in 1 John 1:7, that if we walk 

in the light as He is in the light, then we have fellowship 

with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His 

Son cleanses us from all sin.

To have fellowship with the Lord, we must be 

walking in the light.  If we walk in darkness we cannot 

have fellowship with the Lord.

Let us see 1 John 1:3.  “That which we have seen 

and heard we declare to you, that you also may have 

fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the 

Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.  John tells us that 

as we have fellowship with one another, our fellowship 

is with the Father and with the Son.  So as we have 

fellowship with brothers and sisters, our fellowship is 

with the Father and the Son.

The Lord desires to speak to us.  He desires to 

reveal Himself to us.  Fellowship is not talking about 

the bargains in the supermarket!  It is not talking about 

earthly things.  Fellowship is sharing together the 

things of heaven.

Do you remember how Jesus walked with Cleopas 

and another disciple on the road to Emmaus?  As they 

walked Jesus explained the Scriptures to them.  Later 

they said, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he 

opened the Scriptures to us?”  There was fellowship!  

As we have fellowship with one another, the Lord will 

speak to us, and our hearts will burn within us.

We can also have fellowship with the Lord by 

reading the Scriptures.  Either rising early in the 

morning, or spending time in the evening, as we come 

to the Scriptures, the Lord can speak to us.  And we 

know it is the Lord’s voice!  John 10:27, “My sheep 

hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”  

That is how you know the Lord’s sheep- they hear His 

voice and they follow Him.  If they are not hearing the 

Lord’s voice, and they are not following Him, then fl ee 

from them.  That is a precious promise- His sheep hear 

His voice.

Another place of fellowship with the Lord is in 

prayer.  This is probably the most precious fellowship 



that we can have with the Lord.  Not many brothers 

and sisters go to prayer meetings.  How many brothers 

and sisters spend time alone in prayer with the Lord?

When a person’s heart starts to depart from the 

Lord, the fi rst thing that stops is prayer.  The second 

thing that stops is spending time to read the Word of 

God.  The third thing that stops is coming together to 

meet with the saints.  If you see those things in your 

life, then know that you are departing from the Lord.  

Quickly change your ways!  Return to the Lord!

When we pray, we speak to the Lord.  But when 

we pray, the Lord also speaks to us.  I have found that 

the Lord is very willing to speak to us while we pray.  

Usually He speaks from the Scriptures.  As we pray, 

the Lord will bring something to our mind and heart.

Without prayer, our knowledge of the Lord will be 

very limited.  The result will be that our spiritual growth 

will also be limited.  A 40 year old child is not a pretty 

thing!  It is a disgrace!  It brings reproach to the name 

of the Lord.  The Lord wants us to grow in grace and 

grow in the knowledge of Him.  He wants to transform 

us to be like Himself.  For that to happen, we must 

have fellowship with Him.

Sanctifi cation & Service

There is another aspect of prayer.  The Lord desires 

each one of us to serve Him.  To serve the Lord we 

must be holy vessels.  The Lord will not use unclean 

vessels.  To serve Him, we must know His will.  We fi nd 

His will in prayer.

If we are unwilling to pray, then we will not know and 

understand the Lord’s will.  We might have great zeal 

to serve the Lord, and we will serve the Lord according 

to our own thoughts and imaginations.  But it will all 

come to nothing because it was not done according to 

the will of God.  There is so much that is done that is 

just a waste- it does not achieve God’s purpose at all.

We must come to the Lord and understand His will.  

Let Him be the Lord and Master, and let Him tell us 

what to do.  Get things in a right perspective, that we 

are His servants.  We are not His master to tell Him 

what He should do.

It is such a simple thing- just to wait in His presence 

to know His will.  Psalm 123:2, “As the eyes of servants 

look to the hands of their masters, so our eyes look to 

the Lord our God…”  The servant is watching to see 

what the master wants.  When he understands, then 

he does.  Our eyes need to be upon the Lord like that 

servant.  See what is His need and His desire, and 

then we can run and do!

Let us turn to Ephesians 6:10-18.  Ephesus was 

a very spiritual church, so the last chapter of Paul’s 

letter to the Ephesians is quite a surprise.  We need to 

take very careful note of what Paul is writing to these 

saints.

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and 

in the power of His might.  Put on the whole armour 

of God, that you may be able to stand against the 

wiles of the devil.  For we do not wrestle against fl esh 

and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 

spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.

“Therefore take up the whole armour of God, that 

you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 

done all, to stand.  Stand therefore, having girded 

your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate 

of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the 

preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking 

the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench 

all the fi ery darts of the wicked one.

“And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the Word of God; praying always with 

all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful 

to this end with all perseverance and supplication for 

all the saints.”

Brothers and sisters, Paul is telling this church that 

there is a spiritual warfare, that there are powers of 

darkness that are set against God’s church, and are 

against each one of us individually.  He exhorts us to 

be strong in the might and the power of the Lord.

To enter this battle we need to be equipped with 

the armour of God- truth, righteousness, the gospel, 

the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, the sword 

of the Spirit which is the Word of God, and all prayer.  

These things are essential for us to be overcomers.

Distractions

If a soldier is going into battle, he cannot take time 

to sit down and play his computer games!  He cannot 

decide to take a break and go for an ice-cream!  These 

are distractions.  That soldier is useless- he cannot 

overcome anything.  We also can become useless to 

the Lord if we get entangled in the things of this life.

Paul wrote to Timothy and warned him not to be 

entangled with the affairs of this life.  Paul is not saying 

that we should all leave our jobs.  In our places of work 

we are still the Lord’s servants.  Wherever we are, we 

should still be the Lord’s servants.  But do beware of 

being caught up in worldly pursuits.

Satan will quite happily give you the whole world 

if you will fall down and worship him.  And he will give 

you any job that you like- as long as it is on Sunday, 

so that you cannot come and gather with the saints.  

Satan is very clever.  He is called that old serpent, the 

devil, who deceives the whole world.  Don’t let him 

deceive you!  Let us keep our eyes on the Lord, and 

not be distracted.

The favourite thing that Satan uses is money.  Paul 

wrote to Timothy, “The love of money is a root of all 

evil.”  Greed can possess a person.  It will destroy your 



faith altogether.  We cannot serve God and mammon.  

If we trust in our money, how can we trust in the Lord?

Paul wrote a very straight word to the churches 

in Galatia- “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked. 

What a man sows, he will also reap.”  If we sow to the 

fl esh- that is, if we want the earthly pleasures, if we 

want what the man next door has got, if we want all the 

good things of this life- beware!  All of those things are 

going to pass away.

Beloved, it is a good warning to us, not to be 

deceived.  What we sow, we will reap.  If we sow to 

the fl esh, we will reap corruption, things that will pass 

away.  If we sow to the Spirit, we will reap eternal life.

Overcoming

Satan will try to take us back to the very state that 

we were before we were saved.  You might remember 

what Peter wrote in his second letter.  He talks about 

some who had turned back from following the Lord, 

2 Peter 2:22.  “It has happened to them according to 

the true proverb: A dog returns to his own vomit, and a 

sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”

Satan will do his utmost to take you back to the 

very state that you were before salvation.  So we must 

overcome.

A favourite thing that Satan uses is the world.  Let 

us see 1 John 2:15-17.  “Do not love the world, or the 

things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love 

of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world- 

the lust of the fl esh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 

of life- is not of the Father but is of the world.  And the 

world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who 

does the will of God abides forever.”

The Lord Himself overcame, and He is now seated 

at the right hand of the Father in heaven.  He has 

overcome, and has inherited the throne of glory.  He is 

calling us to come and sit together with Him.

To sit together with Him in His Father’s throne, we 

must overcome!  There is no other way.  God has given 

us promises- very precious promises- and we need to 

take hold of them.  We need to have very strong faith.

Let us look at 1 John 5:4-5.  “For whatever is born 

of God overcomes the world.  And this is the victory 

that has overcome the world- our faith.  Who is he who 

overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus 

is the Son of God?”  The victory that overcomes, is our 

faith.  What faith is that?  It is the faith that believes that 

Jesus is the Son of God.  That faith trusts completely 

in the Lord.

1 John 4:4.  “You are of God little children, and 

have overcome them, because He who is in you is 

greater than he who is in the world.”  The One who is 

in us is the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who has already 

overcome.  When we walk in faith, the life of Christ is 

lived out through us.  He gives us His victory.

Overcoming is not an impossible thing- it is all by 

faith.

A Promise

Hebrews 13:5.  Let your conduct be without 

covetousness, and be content with such things as you 

have, for He Himself has said, I will never leave you 

nor forsake you.”

Each one of us will go through battles- spiritual 

battles.   This is the promise that the Lord has given 

us- He will not leave us, He will not forsake us.  When 

the going gets hard, the Lord will not desert you.  Your 

friends may all leave you, but the Lord will never leave 

you.

Here is something for you to consider.  If there are 

no battles, then there will be no victories.  The Lord 

takes us through the battles.  In those battles our 

hearts are drawn closer to Him.  When the Lord brings 

the victory, then our faith is much increased.

Hebrews 12:1 tells us that we are surrounded by a 

great cloud of witnesses.  Who are these witnesses?  

They are brothers and sisters who have gone before- 

those who have had faith and overcame.  Their spirits 

are now in the presence of the Lord.  They are waiting 

for the day of resurrection when they shall receive 

resurrection bodies.  We, together with them, shall be 

caught up to meet the Lord in the air.

The writer to the Hebrews has some words to speak 

to us.  He tells us to run with endurance, or patience, 

the race that is set before us.  And then he says these 

words, “Looking unto Jesus, the author and the fi nisher 

of our faith.”  He is the author and the fi nisher.  He is 

the one who has overcome.  He is seated on the throne 

of glory.  And that is where He is bringing us also.

Closing Prayer

Our Lord and Heavenly Father, our hearts are full 

of praise to you.  We thank you for your great love 

towards us.  We thank you that you are so careful with 

our salvation, that you committed it fully into the hands 

of your own Son. We thank you for so great salvation.  

We thank you for your grace towards each one of us.

We ask that we may grow in grace and grow in 

knowledge of you.  We ask that you would give us faith 

and patience so that we also might run in this race.  

Lord, give us grace that we may keep our eyes upon 

you, that we may be good soldiers for you, and that we 

might bring glory to your name.

We thank you for our time together, in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.



“Jesus said to the servants “ Fill the jars with 
water”; and so they fi lled them to the brim…… and the 
master of the banquet tasted the water that had been 
turned into wine. He did not realise where it had come 
from, thought the servants who had drawn the water 
knew” – John 2:7,9

During my time at youth camp, I have been able 

to experience the privilege and blessing of being able 

to serve. Like in the verses from the book of John, 

where the servants were blessed in being the only ones 

able to witness Jesus’s miracle, I feel that it is truly a 

blessing to be a servant of the Lord, as in serving, often 

God shows us that He is with us, and is at work, and 

allows us servants to witness this and in turn praise 

and worship Him. 

During the youth camp, I was able to see God 

at work, not only in big things, but also in smaller 

seemingly insignifi cant things.

Having already been serving at church through 

music, I was given the opportunity to be involved in 

music preparation and organisation. This involved 

making sure song leaders and musicians were 

arranged and song choices were confi rmed and given 

to the musicians to allow them enough time to practice. 

At fi rst, I felt overwhelmed with this role, as there where 

song leaders and musicians from both Lidcombe and 

Roseville, and I was afraid that the language barrier 

might cause a problem in terms of my communication 

with them.  

At around the same time, a few weeks before the 

camp, I approached two younger sisters to ask whether 

they would be interested in serving as musicians for 

one music session at camp and both sisters responded 

positively and were keen on serving. Little did I know 

that in order for the sister with the clarinet to be able 

to play, the original piano music must be transposed 

(changed) to a different key to suit the instrument. 

This was quite worrying for me, as I realised that in 

order to let the sister to serve, I had to transpose the 

piano music and at that time, deep in my mind, I felt 

this would be a big hassle for me in the midst of other 

camp preparations. 

Weeks passed and the sisters eagerly approached 

me time after time about serving, but as I was yet able 

to transpose any music, each time I could not give them 

a clear or defi nite answer. Even on the night before 

the camp, one of the girls called me up and asked me 

if they should bring their instrument, and whilst I told 

them to bring the instrument along, I was not sure that 

I could accommodate their serving.

I really thank the Lord, that when I found things 

to be impossible, God still found a way for us to give 

glory and praise to Him. On the second night of the 

camp, both girls approached me. I saw that both girls 

had such a heart to serve, and yet, here I was holding 

them back from serving because I had not been able 

to do as I promised. I decided quickly that I would 

put then in a time slot, and we would tackle together 

any problems we had. We were all willing to practice 

as much as needed, and I was willing to attempt to 

transpose the music (even though to me this was 

completely impossible!). 

We were all excited about practising, and I tried to 

transpose the music, but I had transposed it all wrong. 

The music session I had allocated them was tomorrow, 

so time was running out fast. The song choice was also 

changed suddenly to “You are my all in all”, and the 

song leaders were also busily preparing. It was clear 

everyone was nervous and worried, as nothing seemed 

to be working out. It is interesting to note that the music 

for “ You are my all in all” is situated on the last few 

pages at the back of the music book we brought to 

camp, and as I was busy worrying, something inside 

me just prompted me out of curiosity, to fl ip to the very 

back page. As I turned the page, I noticed there was 

one single page of hand written music, and as I looked 

to the title at the top, it was music for the same song! 

Amazed, I saw that the key to this piano score was 

different to that of the original piano score, and without 

thinking, I just quickly asked both sisters to play their 

instruments, one on each music. In my mind, I had little 

expectation that it would work out, but I thought I might 

as well just give it a try and see. I was thinking “this 

can’t possibly work, but at least I can say I tried”.

Thank the Lord, that to all of our amazement, the 

music was fi tting together perfectly. As they played 

together on the separate music, the music harmonised 

perfectly, and both sisters were excited and practising 

diligently. On the other side of the room, the song 

leaders were preparing hard and also joined us in 

practising the song together. Whilst we were practising, 

we all felt such joy, and as we continued, a few brothers 

and sisters also came in, and were more than happy 

to join in and help us out in practice. We were having 

such a good time singing and praising God, that Bro. 

Colin had to come in and remind us it was time for 

lights out!

In hindsight, looking back at the situation, it really 

strikes me how unwilling I was to believe God could 

handle the situation. I was a servant with little faith, 

and did not remember to trust the Lord in all things to 

bring us through. We had attempted to achieve things 

through our own strengths and had failed terribly. 

Praise God that regardless of men’s inability, He is 

totally able to make all things possible, and that He 

turned a seemingly helpless situation into a situation 

that brought him all praise Glory! 

Sister Dorothy Kwok
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