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编者的话

感谢主的怜悯与恩典,在众弟兄姐妹的同心祷告和

尽心合作下,第三期葡萄树季刊又与大家见面了.在

这一期的内容中,我们乐意向读者介绍教会传福音

工作的开展,和教会各样事工以及聚会点的增多,是

依靠有更多的弟兄姐妹坚持同心合意的祷告和甘

心乐意的奉献,自动积极地投入各种教会的事奉.我

们特别报道最近半年内,主是如何赐恩给我们西

区Lidcombe 一个新的会所,以很优惠的租金,得到

可以使用很大面积的室内场地和室外充分的泊车

位.邻近居住有许多主内的弟兄姐妹和新移民来澳

的华人留学生,我们可以有地方从事聚会敬拜神和

传福音.主将得救的人,天天加给我们.但愿荣耀,尊

贵,国度,权柄都归父神和被杀的羔羊,直到永永远

远.我们经历了主实在是又真又活地听他儿女祷告

的神.只要我们所求的,是合乎神的旨意,他就会超

过我们所求所想的赐给我们.同时我们也体会到只

有全教会的众弟兄姐妹一起来按照各人不同的恩

赐,同心合意地尽各个肢体的功用,教会才能被建

造.但是我们需要更加谦卑仰望主的怜悯和恩典,

需要更加警醒守望祷告,防备仇敌魔鬼的侵入和破

坏.因为主耶稣基督再来的日子更近了。        

葡萄树季刊编缉部

悉尼基督徒聚会处
地址 (Address): 

Roseville Meeting :

119 Boundary St.(enter via Moore St) East Roseville, NSW 2069

Lidcombe Meeting: 

RSL Youth Centre, Church St, Lidcombe NSW 2141

電話 (Tel): (02) 9882 3363   
傳真 (Fax): (02) 9882 1755
網址 (Website): www.christianassembly.com.au
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The Lord Jesus said, ‘Ye have not chosen 
me but I have chosen you.’ John 15:16

I would like to tell you how the Lord 
Jesus Christ loved me and chose me to be 
saved by His grace.

I came to know the Lord Jesus at the 
age of twenty one. I had heard some things 
about the Lord Jesus but had never met Him. 
Neither did I understand His great love in 
suffering and dying to pay the penalty of my 
sins.

I chose, in my ignorance, to follow my 
own wilful and selfish path in pursuit of my 
pleasures, hoping of course to find happiness 
and contentment in these things. This led to 
a path of drunkenness and reckless immoral 
living. It appeared to others as if I was having a 
good time and enjoying life. When I was alone 
in the quietness of my room my conscience 
accused me that I had broken God’s laws and 
that I had greatly displeased Him and could 
only expect His eternal wrath for my sins. 
I quickly dismissed these impressions and 
busied myself with my pleasures and went 
into worse sins. My mind was blinded by the 
god this world Satan.

I decided to go to another state, Western 
Australia, to take a job there. This was about 
four thousand kilometres from my home in 
Sydney.

I hoped that this would bring me riches, 
success, and a measure of happiness. I did 

not then realise that God had chosen this 
new location to save my poor lost soul. God 
in His divine love was ordering these events 
in my life. 

On leaving home, my mother gave me a 
Bible. This was the first Bible I ever owned. 
This was to become the greatest treasure of 
my life, although I never knew this then. It 
was through the reading of this book, the 
Word of God, that God’s Spirit was to convict 
me of my sins and to reveal Christ to me.

At first I had very little understanding of 
the Bible. I was invited to a home Bible study. 
At this home I met a young man whose name 
was Bill. He told me how he had come to 
know the Lord Jesus as his Saviour. I did not 
know what that meant but I realised he had 
a love and knowledge of Christ that I never 
had. He invited me to another home Bible 
study some sixty kilometres away.

As we travelled together, he shared with 
me the events and circumstances that brought 
him to know the saving grace of the Lord 
Jesus. This gave me a great desire to know 
the Lord Jesus myself.

There seemed to be one great obstacle in 
my life. I still loved my sins and could see no 
way of ever giving thems up. But God who 
is rich in mercy began to reveal His love in 
the giving of His only beloved Son as the 
sacrifice for my sins. This began to give me 
a dislike for my sin. I began to consider the 
seriousness of heaven and hell.

LOVED AND 

CHOSEN BY GOD



Bill invited me to some special gospel 
meetings held over a long weekend. It was 
through the preaching of the gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ that I became deeply convicted 
of my sins. Yet through the hardness and my 
heart I turned my back on the claims of Christ 
in my life. I was faced with Christ, but Satan 
deceived me and turned my thoughts away 
from Christ at that time.

Ashamed of myself I struggled for about 
a week over the issues of my sins. Then 
the Lord in His mercy revealed His great 
love in suffering to pay the utmost price 
for all my sins. For the first time in my 
life I realised that my sins had caused the 
sufferings of Christ. To pay the enormous 
debt of my sins Christ had willingly suffered 
on my behalf.

I knew that I deserved the eternal 
torments of hell for all my sins. Yet here was 

my Saviour willing to undertake the fierce 
wrath and judgment of God for me.

These facts brought great conviction that 
I had sinned against a holy God. It broken 
my proud and stubborn heart, and melted 
me to tears of remorse for the greatness of 
my sins. Then there followed tears of joy and 
gratitude for the abounding love of Christ to 
a sinner like me. The Lord spoke at that time 
these words of comfort to my heart ‘and their 
sins and iniquity will I remember no more.’ 
Hebrews 10:17. This brought great peace 
and assurance to me, that the Lord Jesus had 
heard my prayer and forgiven all my many 
and grievous sins.

Now dear reader, I know that God has 
chosen to save you, that is why you are reading 
this message. The Lord Jesus wants to reveal 
His love to you. His grace is sufficient and 
able save you. 

John 15:16

The Lord Jesus said, ‘Ye 
have not chosen me but 
I have chosen you.’ 

The Lord Jesus said, ‘Ye 
have not chosen me but 
I have chosen you.’ 
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Last month my 
family and I went to 
Philadelphia for my 
cousin’s wedding. 
Many of my other 
relatives from China 
also set aside time to 
attend the wedding 
and therefore it was 
a rare grant family 
gathering. Willie, 
my cousin who was getting married, lived 
with his parents in a fairly large house in 
the suburbs of Philadelphia, accommodated 
about 10 to 15 of us in their house. 

Sometimes witnessing to your family 
might be the most difficult thing, because 
your family sees what you are like at home 
which may not always bring glory to the God 
we believe in, so we often spend the least time 
sharing with our family. Willie’s parents, my 
uncle and aunty, believed in the Lord after 
they arrived in America. While in America 
they live a very simple life, my uncle has his 
own home improvement business where he 
and Willie are the only labour while my aunty 
is a housewife. However their lives are such 
an encouragement, people can feel the love 
and unity in the family that they say “this 
must be blessing from your God.” 

The Bible teaches how family relationships 
should be, children should obey their parents 
in the Lord (Ephesians 6:1), wives be subject 
to your own husbands (Ephesians 5:22) and 
husbands, love your wives (Ephesians 5:25). 
This is the way God has created the family to 
be, and I believe when the family is in order, 
God’s blessing on the family will be poured 
down. 

In Willie’s family, this was exactly what I 
saw. Willie had a meek and submissive spirit 
towards his parents. He has worked as my 
uncle’s apprentice for many years without 
any feelings of frustration towards him. My 
aunty’s submission to my uncles is seen in 
her humility and willingness for her husband 
to be the head of the family. My uncle too 
loves the family and takes care of it. What 
a great witness when we live our lives in 

accordance with 
God’s words. Some 
of my relatives who 
came to the wedding 
commented on how 
usual to see such a 
perfect picture of 
the family.

Five years ago 
when I went to 

America for exchange, I 
stayed with Willie’s family for a few months, 
and during that period, I became very close 
to my aunty and we had great fellowship on 
the bible. Through our sharing, I found her 
to be so gentle in spirit and humble. Though 
she wasn’t an eloquent speaker, but she had 
her faith firmly anchor in the Lord. 

Like all mothers, she loved her son and 
of course now that he’s getting married, 
unlike some mothers who become jealous 
of the future daughter-in-law, my aunty 
genuinely embraced and welcomed her to 
the family. Aunty said to us, she doesn’t see 
Willie’s marriage as losing a son, but rather 
gaining another daughter. How wonderful, 
how many Chinese parents can think that 
way? My aunty wanted to give a wedding gift 
to her future daughter-in-law, so she bought 
a necklace with a three diamond pendant 
which signified the past, present and the 
future. And with the necklace, she wrote the 
following words (translated from chinese) of 
encouragement for the daughter-in-law .

For the past, we can only thank Him for 

His grace was sufficient for you.

For the present, we can only rely on Him 

for apart from Him you can do nothing.

For the future, we can only look to Him 

for He is the author and perfector of faith.

What great way to encourage your next 
generation at the onset of their marriage 
journey. 

I was greatly encouraged by what I saw 
while I was with Willie’s family for the 
wedding. This is a God fearing family and 
God keeps His promise to those who obey 
His commands.

Family after  
God‛s heart

I t  C h e w
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I really thank God that I can stand before you 
today to proclaim my faith in Jesus Christ! I’ve 
been coming to church regularly for more than 2 
years now. My family and I were fi rst invited here 
by my uncle. During these two or so years God 
has really been gracious to me and drawn me to 
Him. My belief wasn’t a sudden realisation but a 
gradual process.

Some of my earliest memories from when I 
started church were the warmth of the brothers 
and sisters. Something that I remember very 
vividly was how so many young people came and 
welcomed and got to know me during my fi rst few 
weeks of church. Their warmth was something I 
wasn’t used to as it was so different to how other 
people behaved, so this really struck me. I didn’t 
know it then, but now I can see how Christ’s love 
was manifested through them.  

It was through getting to know those brothers 
and sisters over time and the impact of their 
warmth, love and attitude that prompted me to 
start going to youth group. Christ’s love shone 
through them and drew me to Him. 

I’d heard about Jesus before through 
scripture class at primary school but did not really 
think about it much. Scripture was just another 
lesson to attend. Just words to me. But after I 
started going to youth group, and saw all these 
dedicated young brothers and sisters serving so 
enthusiastically I begun to get curious as to why 
they were so zealous. So I kept going to youth 
group. I just thought it would be a good idea to 
keep going, there was no reason not to, so I did. 

Then in 2005 God blessed us with the April 
youth camp on the book of Revelations. As I refl ect 
I’ve realised that it was a signifi cant starting point 
for my growth. I had been coming to church for 

about 4 months by that time so I was still relatively 
new and didn’t feel quite at home yet, but I 
decided to go to the camp anyway. For this camp 
we could volunteer ourselves to serve in the skit, 
music or welcome group. I don’t know why, I was 
quite hesitant about it, but something prompted 
me volunteer to serve through music, as new as I 
was. Since then God has really helped me to grow, 
accelerated my growth if you will, through the 
opportunity He gave me to serve in youth group. 
Through songs that I play God has really revealed 
his richness to me.

Preparing for camp also prompted me for the 
fi rst time to pick up myBible and read Revelations. 
After camp, I gradually found myself starting to 
read the Bible more and to seek out what God had 
to say. By God’s grace, by the end of yr 10 I had 
fi nished the Bible once through. 

During that time there had been many 
brothers and sisters who nourished my growth in 
Christ and also set a Christ-like example for me 
and I can’t thank God enough for them. I wanted 
to get baptised at that time, but didn’t because 
I felt I didn’t know enough about God yet so 
somehow I wasn’t qualifi ed. 

By year 11 coming to church had been fully 
integrated into my life. With my walk with Christ, 
there had been a few ups and downs but the verse 
“I will never forsake you” always encouraged me 
to keep seeking Him. But because I did experience 
some spiritual lows, I began to question whether 
I should get baptised. But then an older brother 
told me that getting baptised was not about the 
feeling, but about the faith in the certain promise 
God has given us. This realisation was one of the 
reasons that prompted me to think about baptism 
again. Then in the following months I talked to 
quite a few other brothers and sisters about getting 
baptised and when you should get baptised and 
they really enlightened me. They showed me 
that baptism is only the beginning and helped me 
realise that he who begins a good work in me will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.

I really thank God for everyone who has cared 
for me, encouraged and prayed for me during 
these 2 years. I am so blessed to have all of you. I 
thank God for His grace to me, which has brought 
me here today to declare my faith in Christ and 
rejoice in the Lord!

Alice Zhu’s
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It was a wonderful day to have a picnic 
with the elderly fellowship in the Royal 
Botanic Gardens on the 14th March, 2007. What 
amazing day it was! The weather was sunny 
with intermittent gentle breeze. That day we 
met together in the Central station. Brother 
See was responsible to prepare food and drinks 
for the elderly brothers and sisters. I brought 
my digital camera and some hymn books. On 
the way to the destination, we sat down but 
was scattered in different places on the train. 
It was a good time to have more interaction 
with one another because if we meet people 
only on Sundays, we do not have enough time 
to share brotherly love. We may be occupied 
by many issues of the church. It seems like we 
know each other’s faces, but actually we do 
not know who they are for a couple of years, 
even their names. Basically, I knew part of 
them but not all of them because I rarely see 
them in the church on Sundays. In total, we 
had 17 elderly people and me (I should say 18 
people) on the trip and I thought it was a good 
number for a group to walk together in the 
Park along with the comfortable weather.

We took photos in a group and also 
individuals. I did not expect Brother Ding, 
Brother Donald and Sister Jane could walk 

for so long in the Park. We found a big picnic 
pavilion for all of us to stop and had our lunch 
in there. I saw that the sunlight enhanced 
the surrounding trees, flowers and grass 
which looked like a picture. – We were in the 
history of our lifetime. Later, we sang hymns 
together over one hour. Although they never 
sang some new songs before, they enjoyed to 
sing and tried to learn them. I was very glad 
that Brother Kenneth Sun helped us lead the 
songs.

A lot of beautiful memories have been kept 
in my mind before I started my new job in the 
Ryde Hospital in April. I do not know whether 
I would have time to join the fellowship or 
not in the future. I deeply felt that I was 
greatly welcomed by the elderly brothers and 
sisters although I was not qualified to join in 
the elderly fellowship (actually I do not know 
how old to be qualified to join in the elderly 
fellowship). I could always feel the Lord Jesus’ 
love in our midst. 

I treasured the time with the elderly 
brothers and sisters because God lets us meet 
one another and enables us to practice our 
brotherly love among us even if we are in 
different stages of our lifespan. 

T h e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  T h e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

e l d e r l y  f e l l o w s h i p  i n  e l d e r l y  f e l l o w s h i p  i n  

t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n st h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s
Moling



So Jesus died for me, I’m a sinner, God is 
love, Christmas is Jesus’ Birth, Easter is when he 
died, and heaven is where I wanna go. All facts 
that I, and a lot of people in this country are clearly 
aware of. For most of my life, you could’ve told 
me these facts over and over, and I wouldn’t have 
believed them any more or any less. I mean, Jesus 
is a real nice guy, but hey, I’m not really a church-
type. So what got into me? What captured me so 
much as to want to turn things around, all for the 
same facts that I’ve always known?...

It’s a fact that most people go to church once 
or twice a year to pay respect to a nice guy who 
died thousands of years ago. Others go to please 
their grandparents, along with their parents who 
also go only to please their parents. Church for so 
many is a semi-annoying chore where you have to 
be on your best behaviour. Church makes you feel 
semi-good about yourself for making the effort to 
go, but you don’t look forward to going to it again 
till you have to. Why is church such a turn off for 
most? What makes people not want to come back? 
And what was it that made me not want to go to 
church, and then all of a sudden change my views 
on church?

I, like many others, had strong pre-conceptions 
about church and church-goers. From portrayals 
of popular television, to the airy fairy tales that 
exist only in childhood memories, and those guys 
in black and white that hassle you on the street. 
All of these seem to create an image of an overly 
conservative, slightly brain-washed, and bible-rule 
bashing bunch of people that are missing out on 
the good things in life. However, once you meet 
real Christians the pre-conceptions don’t always 
match up.

It was 2004 Easter, I was about to open my fi rst 
business, I was happy, excited, ambitious, proud, 
and had the world ahead of me. The reason I went 
to church for the fi rst time in nearly a decade was 
for many reasons all put together. The fact that I 
thought it was time I should pay respects to Jesus, 
the fact that it was nearby, the fact that there might 
be some familiar faces from my childhood (Isabel, 
Stella, Marcus etc.), the fact that I might feel better 
about myself for going to church, and that I might 
get some extra luck for being good. So there I was 
going to church for all the wrong reasons. 

Church was reasonably boring that day, didn’t 
remember a thing the guy talked about, the music 
was kinda boring, and the people seemed very 
different. However, they were reasonably friendly, 
and smiled a lot. The people I used to know had 
changed or were gone and too much time had 
passed to rekindle old bonds. Very vague memories 
of adults I used to know also wafted around, but 
overall, I really didn’t feel much of a connection 
to the place. I also met some nice new young 
acquaintances that day, a pair of sisters, and a few 
other people whose names I didn’t remember. I 
couldn’t believe they came here every week. 

To be honest, it was all a bit of a shock at the 
beginning, but there was something about the 
people I met. Many of them seemed quite normal, 
yet church attending. Many were friendly, yet not 
overbearing. Many were pleasant, but still joked 
around. I wanted to fi nd out what they were really 
about, what made them tick, and what attracted 
them to meet every Sunday at church.

I have a theory that every group of peers 
usually has a common focus. Amongst my friends 
and acquaintances, I fi nd that some groups focus 

Picking up the piecesPicking up the pieces
Palmer Wang
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on sport, some on alcohol, some on cars, some on 
fashion, some on sex, some on drugs, and some 
on rock ‘n’ roll. There are also those who focus on 
literature, nature, art, foreign culture, fi ne dining, 
classical music, and the more refi ned things in life. 
In my experience, peer groups I meet will usually 
fall into a category. So, when I meet a group of 
new people, I will often try to categorise them as 
‘this or that’ type.

Whilst digging further into this church peer 
group, I began to discover something unusual. 
They were all so different. The more I delved in, 
the more I saw how bound together they were 
in the mystery of Jesus, Love, God and all of the 
above. The more I got to know them, the more I 
saw what it took to be a part of this group. They 
were connected by something much more than just 
a mere activity, it was a common deep belief, and 
I could see the undertow of joy in their common 
focus. So the question became, is it worth it? 

The events that led to my conviction in Christ 
were quite serendipitous. 

(1) As I was sitting on a pew at church, we 
were asked to stand to sing a song, and the lady 
in front of me left her handbag freely on the 
pew behind her. She had enough confi dence 
not to worry about someone stealing it. I was so 
shocked by this act because I had never seen it 
done elsewhere in a public place. The action really 
started to get me thinking. Now in retrospect, it 
was such an ordinary action, but at the time and 
place it provoked thoughts in me I had never 
considered.

(2) I prayed sincerely for the fi rst time. I 
copied the pattern given at church and at youth 
group, and it felt good. It was a little awkward, but 
overall a good experience. I remember thanking 
God for food, and for life, and making life happy 
for me. I also asked God for a few things. And then 
I prayed again, and again…

(3) I decided to pull out the English bible 
sitting at home collecting dust. The last time I 
remember opening it, I started from the very 
beginning, and I got about a page into it before 
falling asleep. This time, I opened it towards the 

end, and found myself reading about a world I 
never knew. A place where Jesus was alive, He 
was strikingly human, He told great stories, and 
the response to Him was huge. While fl icking 
through, I read two verses that sunk into me. The 
fi rst was Mark 10:15 / Luke 18:17: “I tell you the 
truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom 
of God like a little child will never enter it.”. The 
second is when Jesus talks to Thomas, John 20:29: 
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, 
you have believed; blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed.”

(4) I decided to try to stop swearing, I prayed 
about it, and I stopped. I can’t believe there was a 
time not long ago I could barely complete a few 
sentences without slipping in the odd naughty 
word.

These four events became evidence for me 
that Christ was alive and working in my life. I 
didn’t understand much about Christianity at the 
time, but I wanted to get baptised like the followers 
in the Bible, and baptism was on offer at church. 
After I was baptised, I didn’t feel spiritually or 
physically different. The main thing I remember 
is feeling cold and naked whilst changing in the 
toilet cubicle. But there was something different 
that day. I got an invite to a Bible study, and that is 
where my life really began to change.

The pieces of the puzzle started to come 
together. Instead of a bunch of random facts, the 
facts began to order themselves, and I started to see 
the big picture. The fact that Jesus was predicted 
right from the beginning, the facts of his birth and 
his life on earth. I remember thinking, ‘If I were 
God, I would come down as a man to the earth, 
but I wouldn’t have given up my power and die on 
a cross in humiliation. Only God could do such a 
great thing.’ God was at work picking up the pieces 
for me, arranging them so that their signifi cance 
really stood out. He continues to do so today, 
helping me to know Him better, helping me see 
His continual work and keeping me confi dent that 
one day I’ll meet Him face to face. Thank God for 
giving his all for us!
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