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创  刊  词

愿颂赞归于我们主耶稣基督的父神和爱我们的主耶稣基督。主的大爱，我们感恩不尽。目
前基督教界中，已经出版的基督教属灵期刊数量之多，真可谓目不暇接，而且其中也有很好的
刊物，阅后深得其益。我们之所以想要出版一本季刊，并不是表示我们的季刊会比别人强。我
们这些蒙恩的罪人，按着肉体有智慧的不多，有能力的不多，有尊贵的也不多。神却拣选了世
上愚拙的，叫有智慧的羞愧；又拣选了世上软弱的，叫那强壮的羞愧；也拣选了世上卑贱的，
被人厌恶的，以及那无有的，为要废掉那有的，使一切有血气的，在神面前一个也不能自夸。

前些日子，靠着主的恩典与怜悯，我们出了一本小小的见证集，要求所有蒙恩得救的人，
不论信主年日长短，都用文字来为主作见证。见证必须真实，不哗众取宠，显示自己，唯求见
证主的慈爱，怜悯和信实，将感谢和荣耀归于神。

平时我们弟兄姊妹虽然时常见面，但是很少有时间真了解他们的心路历程。人是看外貌，
神是看内心。当主耶稣从橄榄山骑着驴驹子下山进入圣殿的路上，众人前呼后拥地喊着说：和
散那归于大卫的子孙，奉主名来的，是应当称颂的。高高在上和散那。耶稣进了圣殿，祭司长
和文士看见耶稣所行的奇事，又见孩子在殿里喊着说，和散那归于大卫的子孙。就甚恼怒，对
他说，这些人所说的，你听见了么。耶稣说，是的。［你从婴孩和吃奶的口中，完全了赞美的
话。］主耶稣喜爱和悦纳我们这些虽然幼稚，但却真诚的见证，见证我们的父神和主耶稣是何
等的爱，将我们从各种罪恶，困苦，忧伤，患难，疾病，痛苦，无助，心灵捆绑中释放拯救出
来，使我们在基督里亲身体验和经历圣灵是何等地有智慧能力，启示光照，开我们的盲眼；耐
性教导引领我们认识真神和主耶稣基督。在各样的环境中，按照神的旨意，带领，管教和训练
我们，使我们的属灵生命得以逐渐成长。藉着弟兄姊妹的见证，使我们彼此之间有更深一层的
认识，使我们能够彼此体谅，劝勉，帮助，代祷，因此我们受到鼓舞。

主若愿意，我们仰望神的怜悯，尝试利用文字，扩大个人见证的范围。将神怎样藉着圣
灵，带领先后从中国以及世界各地来到澳洲悉尼的主内弟兄姊妹们，多数为华人。我们奉主的
名，聚集在一起，按照圣经的教导和圣灵的引导学习侍奉敬拜神，蒙神的恩典与怜悯，虽然
我们经历不少失败，错误和挫折，也屡次发生危机，但藉着同心合意地祷告，神使危机成为转
机。感谢主，虽然我们是如此软弱与不完全，主还将得救的人，不断加进我们的教会。我们也
感谢外地许多爱主的弟兄姊妹，不断地关心，帮助我们，为我们代祷。虽然我们分散居住在世
界各处，但我们在基督里是合一的。

我们时刻铭记主耶稣对所有属于他的人说：我是真葡萄树，我父是栽培的人。你们是枝
子。枝子若不常在葡萄树上，自己就不能结果子。你们若不常在我里面，也是这样。常在我里
面的，我也常在他里面，这人就多结果子。因为离了我，你们就不能作什么。人若不常在我里
面，就像枝子丢在外面枯干，人拾起来，扔在火里烧了。你们若常在我里面，我的话也常在你
们里面，凡你们所愿意的，祈求就给你们成就。你们多结果子，我父就因此得荣耀，你们也就
是我的门徒了。故此我们定这刊物名为«葡萄树»。我们虽然只不过是整个葡萄树中的一小簇葡
萄，我们存心仰望为我们信心创始成终的主耶稣，使我们学习如何常住在主里面，就像枝子常
在葡萄树上一样。我们乐意将我们从主耶稣那里所学习的一点心得（讲台信息、见证分享、教
会生活、读经、祷告、传福音等侍奉），与主内的众肢体分享。我们恐惧战兢，唯恐我们的生
活见证，敬拜侍奉的源头，不是出于神，不是连于元首基督，如果枝子不是连在真葡萄树上，
就结不出令人喜乐的果子来荣耀神。

由于我们属灵生命的不成熟，我们对于神的认识还很肤浅。虽然我们存心要得主的喜悦，
但不免会有一些欠缺，甚至错误，我们求主赦免，也请求读者用爱心帮助指正。惟愿这季刊能
名副其实，所结的果子能够荣耀神，使读者得益。

                                              «葡萄树»季刊编辑部
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To understand what the gospel message is, 
we need to first understand the heart of God.

God is all-powerful, all-present, all-knowing.  
He lacks nothing, and is self-sufficient in all His 
ways. But God, in His good pleasure, chose to 
create man, that they may share in His abundant 
riches and glory (Ephesians 1:3-11). He wanted 
to have a channel where His love could flow out 
to and flow out of.

God did not want man to just do what He 
tells them to do. He did not want lifeless men, 
programmed like a robot or machine, with no 
decisions of their own. God wanted man to 
choose to love Him willingly even though there 
would be a risk that they will not do that.

In short, man chose to disobey God; they 
chose pride and shame instead of humility and 
glory.

God was grieved, but He would not stop there.  
Although He had the power to wipe out the whole 
human race and start again, God persevered with 
us, even though He knew that there would be a 
high price for Him to pay.

In Revelation 5:6, John saw a Lamb, looking 
as if it had just been slain, standing in the center 
of the throne.  Then in Revelation 13:8, the Lamb 
was said to be slain from the creation of the world.  
For God, in His foreknowledge, knew the price 
to restore His relationship with the people He 
had created: the sacrifice of His own Son, Jesus 
Christ, the Lamb of God.

Let us pause for a moment and meditate on 
this—Why did God still carry out His creation of 
man in the first place when He knew what was 
going to happen?  And the only answer we can 
find is God’s amazing grace, mercy and love.  In 
His holiness and righteousness He must punish 
sins, but in His love and mercy He paid that 
ultimate price.

Right from the moment man sinned, God’s 
Son, Jesus was promised to man that He will 

be the solution to sin.  God told Eve that her 
seed would crush the serpent’s head, and that 
happened, strangely, when the Son of God was 
hanging helplessly on the cross. Being severely 
beaten, blasphemed, spat on, laughed and 
ridiculed at.  But in the midst of all that agony 
and shame, the seed of the woman—the Son of 
God triumphed over Satan, for all the sins of man 
were judged by God in Him.

The final moment Jesus was on the cross, 
He said, “It is finished!”  The curse of sin on 
mankind was finished, and the dread of death 
was finished, for death would not hold Him.  The 
restoration of relationship between man and God 
was finished—the veil that separated man and 
God was ripped from top to bottom.  So man 
can now enter into the presence of God with the 
blood of Christ, without fear.

But many gospel messages we hear today 
emphasize the happiness of men rather than the 
holiness of God.  Many people flock to church 
to hear how God can make them happy, rather 
than that God will judge the living and the dead, 
that whoever sinned against God deserves eternal 
death, and only through accepting the sacrifice 
that Jesus accomplished, can they be free from 
that judgement. We need to therefore understand 
the immense price that God paid for our sins in 
Jesus Christ.  Then we will not belittle the message 
of the Gospel, and come with true repentance to 
accept Jesus Christ.  

True repentance must have conviction-a 
change of mind, contrition-a change of heart, 
and conversion-a change of life.  Without these 
fruits of repentance, then it is doubtful if one has 
been truly saved.

The Gospel is free, but it is not cheap. Everyone 
who is born of God must live a transformed life of 
faith, guided by the Holy Spirit.  Many in the past 
lost their lives or suffered severe persecutions for 
the sake of the Gospel. Are we willing to pay the 
price of the Gospel today?

The Gospel-The 

Heart of God
                                                 It Chew Tan
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I am Rachael Chan’s mum.  I came to 
this church for a year already. My daughter 
brought me here. During the past year I was 
so moved by the love and care of brothers 
and sisters.  I feel at home in this church.  On 
Fridays I used to join the prayer group where 
I could find peace and happiness. The church 
choir touched my heart whenever I heard their 
beautiful singing.  For years I served in a choir 
in another church, and played the organ too.

When I attended this church, I also 
started to speak Mandarin, with a  Hong Kong 
accent. I am always thrilled to listen to all the 
testimonies of brothers and sisters.

Today I shall tell you a testimony that I 
had experienced from God.

In September 1997, I had my routine 
mammogram check up at the Royal North 
Shore Hospital.  But after a week I received 
a letter from the Hospital stating that there 
is an uncertainty. I could neglect the letter or 
go back for a second check.  At that time my 
34 piano students were about to have their 
piano examinations, after which there would 
be two weeks’ holiday.  So I decided to have 
my second check then.  A doctor came up and 
said: “You have acute breast cancer. Go back 
to your G. P. and be admitted into hospital 
as soon as possible.”  While I was having my 
lunch, my G. P. Dr. Kim Tam called me, and 
said: “I have arranged a group of doctors for 
you at the Sans Hospital.”  That was Saturday.  
On Sunday I went to church as usual, playing 
the organ in the service.  I remembered the 
minister specially prayed for me.  During 
all those days I was very calm and peaceful, 
because God was with me.  My two daughters, 
Winnie and Rachael, were working in Hong 
Kong; my son, Reginald, was preparing for 
his final exam at Newcastle University.  I rang 
them not to come to see me because I felt I 

was all right.

When I was in the hospital, I still have time 
to ring my cousins in Sydney.  On Monday, 
when I was on my way to the operation theatre, 
I prayed to God, “Dear God, it’s up to you 
whether to let me stay in this world with my 
children or not.  I give my body and soul to 
you!”

The operation lasted 5 hours.  Our 
minister and Reginald and some members of 
the church were waiting to see me, but I was 
very drowsy though.

I didn’t realise that the Sans Hospital is a 
vegetarian hospital.  Yet I had good appetite 
for the first few days. Once I saw a steak on 
the plate, I was so thrilled, but it turned out to 
be a vegetarian steak!

On Friday when I was about to leave 
the hospital, Dr. Trevor told me to stay on 
because he had to do another operation for 
me on Monday again!  He said that there were 
some changes in my breast.  I was told later 
that Dr. Trevor had removed 15 lymph nodes. 
So the second operation was done in 3 hours.  
After this one, I really felt very weak and tired.  
Then I had to go through chemotherapy, all 
the while still teaching one pupil a week.  So 
many friends, relatives and church members 
rang to advise me not to eat seafood, chicken, 
meat, etc.  At the end of the day I ate mostly 
chicken.  I remembered I had three chicken 
marylands for a meal.  I didn’t lose a single 
hair!  Thanks be to God!  I had medicine for 
five years.  In 2002, I was released from the 
disease as it’s cleared in my body.

So, brothers and sisters, God gives us a 
free gift, if you believe in HIM, He will bring 
you Peace and Happiness.  Thank you Lord!!  
Amen!!!

A  Great  Treat  From  GodA  Great  Treat  From  God 
Benita Liu
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God’s  Timing Jenny Chu

Now listen, you who say, “Today or 
tomorrow we will go to this or that city, 
spend a year there, carry on business and 
make money.” Why, you do not even know 
what will happen tomorrow. What is your 
life? You are a mist that appears for a little 
while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought 
to say, “if it is the Lord’s will, we will live 
and do this or that.” - James 4:13-15

This, no doubt, is a familiar verse to 
all. The concept is very straight forward, 
that nothing in our lives is controlled by 
our planning but by the will of the Lord. 
However, in our society, we promote long 
term planning. Parents need to think about 
where to enroll their child before they are even 
born, students need to plan for the university 
degree they will undertake, young workers 
need to plan their career progression and the 
middle-aged need to plan for retirement. It 
is only natural for us to have our plans with 
no regards to God’s timing.

Recently I’ve fallen into the above 
situation, but now that I look back, I thank 
God for his provision. Since June 2005, I’ve 
wanted to change a job and so I’ve been 
praying for His guidance. But at the same 
time I have my own plans to execute. I planned 
the move to the last detail. I wanted to wait 
until February 2006 before I start searching, 
then take 2-3 months to find my dream job, 
and consequently be out of my old job by my 
birthday in June 2006. I had every confidence 
that things will go according to plan.

So the search started in February. By 
Easter, I came very close to what I thought 
was a dream role in equity sales. Due to some 
miscommunication between the HR and 

myself, I even thought I have been offered 
the role and told most of my good friends 
about it. However, I was not successful and 
no valid reason was given for the rejection. 
For 3 days, I was very upset and didn’t know 
why God would do this to me. 

By then, I started to feel the time pressure 
as I was determined to meet the deadline set 
by myself. As my birthday drew near, a little 
voice in me seemed to be reminding me of the 
verse in James. I started to question whether 
it’s because of my pride and confidence in my 
own ability that is stopping me from getting 
a job, because if I did meet my deadline, I 
would take all the credit and give no glory 
to God. But thank God, He didn’t let things 
happen that way.

While I was still guessing if God is 
teaching me a lesson, God made it very 
clear that He was. About a week after my 
birthday, I underwent a series of very serious 
interviews for another highly desirable role. 
The hiring organization is known for their 
arduous and slow recruitment process, but I 
was offered a role within a week. It became 
very clear to me that all of this was in the 
plan of God, and it is really my planning 
that frustrated God’s work. 

After this experience God continues to 
speak to me through the bible. As God’s 
chosen people, he wants me to clothe 
myself with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. (Colossians 3:12) 
When we take charge of our own lives, it’s 
not only a sign of pride, it is a sign that we 
want to be lords over our own life, and God 
dislikes it.
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When I’m thinking about this topic, I feel that 
I’m really unworthy to share about this. I know 
that I can be weak, unfaithful and self-centered in 
my services. However, I thank the Lord, for I know 
that, it is Him who gives me a heart to serve, and 
it is Him who still gives me opportunities to serve 
at church. 

I remember when I got my first full-time job, 
and at the same time completing my part-time 
study, my personal relationship with the Lord was 
affected. My parents were also worried that such a 
busy life -- full-time job and part-time study, plus 
services at church (I was leading a bible study cell 
group at that time) -- would affect my health. One 
night as I was lying in bed, a bible verse came to 
me and I was in tears. “Anyone who loves his father 
or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me; anyone who loves his son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy 
of me; and anyone who does not take 
his cross and follow me is not worthy 
of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, 
and whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it.” (Mat 10:37-39) I cried 
out to the Lord, saying that this is so 
hard, but you know that I have a heart 
to serve you. I really find it difficult to 
balance my time in my work, study and 
service at church. If I do not have a close 
relationship with you, how am I able to 
lead a bible study? Lord, may you help 
me to balance my time and restore my 
personal devotion time before you. I 
thank the Lord that He listened to my prayer. And 
the next day I can wake up early in the morning to 
read His words and pray to Him. I really thank the 
Lord for His grace upon me and that I can have 
my morning devotion time till now.

In the recent years, the Lord has led me to 
different church ministries. Every time when I accept 
a service, I do have struggles inside. Sometimes 

it’s because of the transition, changing from one 
service to the other. Sometimes it’s that I did not 
want to give up my own time and things that I want 
to do. Paul said that he considered everything a 
loss compared to the surpassing greatness of 
knowing Christ Jesus his Lord, for whose sake he 
has lost all things. He considered them rubbish 
that he may gain Christ. I find it really difficult to 
apply to me. However, the Lord has mercy on me 
and He works slowly in me. I know that sometimes 
the Lord wants me to learn what I’m lacking of in 
a particular service. And His purpose is to change 
and mould me into His Son’s image. Sometimes 
I do feel physically tired especially after the whole 
day at church. I thank the Lord that He renews me 
and strengthens me when I come before Him with 
all my weaknesses and tiredness. 

I know that we are serving our 
Lord for our whole lifetime. There is no 
such thing as retirement from a world 
perspective. And we will be worshiping 
and serving our Lord in eternity day 
and night. As the Lord still gives us 
opportunity to serve as we are on the 
earth, let us serve Him faithfully with 
all our hearts and our minds. 

I often like to sing this hymn 
“Enter the Veil and Go without the 
Camp” (hymn 269). ‘Enter the veil and 
go without the camp, Taste heaven’s 
sweetness, thus the earth forsake. Enter 
the veil, behold the glorious Christ, Go 

out the camp to Jesus, let Him lead. Enter the veil 
for resurrection power, Go out the camp to bear 
the cross and woe. Enter the veil, Christ’s riches 
there enjoy, without the camp, the needs of men 
supply.’ 

May the Lord encourage us and bless us in 
our services. May all the glory be given to Him.

My Sharing Regarding ServiceMy Sharing Regarding Service
Tiffany
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周五聚会
FRIDAY MEETINGS: 

Young Adults Fellowship  
7pm - 9pm Fortnightly  

主日聚会   
SUNDAY MEETINGS 

祷告聚会     
Prayer Meeting   9:30-10:30am

擘饼聚会     
Breaking of Bread 10:30 -11:30am

信息聚会     
Message Meeting  11:30 -12:45pm

儿童主日学 
Sunday School      11:30 -12:30pm        

福音座谈     
Gospel Forum      10:30 - 11:30am 

青少年聚会
Youth Fellowship   1:45 - 3: 30pm  

读经聚会      
Bible Study            1:30 - 3:00pm 




